Two Days Public Awareness Programme

On Nuclear Energy
August 25-26, 2011, Lucknow

A two-day awareness programme on the role of nuclear energy in India’s energy security was
organized in Lucknow on August 25 and 26. The programme included an exhibition, question answer
session and display of materials and other exhibits related to nuclear energy.

A large number of students, many of them from Lucknow University and others visited the
programme and also attended the screening of a short film on the role of nuclear energy in ushering
in prosperity. The event was organized by MCRF as part of a campaign to clear doubts over nuclear
energy and its role in India’s future energy security.

The short animated film ‘Ek tha Budhiya’ has been produced by Nuclear Power Corporation of
India Limited (NPCIL) based on a story and concept by Amritesh Srivastava, media and corporate
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Shri. R.M Lal, President, MCRF (Media & Communication Research Foundation) briefing the audience
about the various applications of nuclear energy

communication manager at NPCIL. It tells the tale of a village where the residents are apprehensive
of the outcome of setting up a nuclear power plant, fearing a catastrophe and health hazards in its
wake. It is for a young educated boy of the village to talk to the elders and convince them that their



fears are unfounded. The story was initially developed in the form of a comic and after its great
popularity; it was produced in an animated form, which is also proving very useful in promoting the
role of nuclear energy and dispelling several wrong notions associated with nuclear energy.

Also on display were factsheets, flyers and pamphlets with messages explaining the growth of
nuclear energy sector in India and its role in India’s future energy security programme. An overall
presentation on nuclear energy by the NPCIL was also shown to the visitors that included media
persons and academicians.

Articles and reports by
' various experts highlighting
; o i the peaceful uses of nuclear
energy  for electricity
generation, as well as for
non-electricity uses were
also displayed. Photographs
of the Hall of Nuclear
Power, inaugurated
recently in Mumbai’s Nehru
Science Centre, were also
put on display.

Visitors having questions
regarding radiation hazards,
safety concerns related to
nuclear power plants, place
of nuclear energy as against
other forms of energy and
India’s  nuclear  energy
programme were able to
find answers in the
publications and pamphlets
displayed and distributed
on the occasion.
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Visitors discussing about various aspects of nuclear energy at public Mr R.M. Lal of the MCRF

awareness programme said the non-electricity uses

of nuclear energy included

irradiation of seeds and fruits, in the gem and jewellery industry besides in medicine and surgery. Mr

Ram Krishna, coordinator of the programme, said that it was planned to organize similar

programmes in other cities of Uttar Pradesh, and in coming months, it would be taken to other cities

also. Experts from the field of medicine would also be associated to tell the people about the role of
radiation in medical diagnostics, he said.
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Awareness programme on nuclear energy
held: A two-day awareness programme on ‘the
role of nuclear energy in India's energy security’
was organised here. The programme included an

CITY DIGEST

exhibition, question answer session and display
of materials and other exhibits related to
nuclear energy. A large number of students,

The Times of India,
Lucknow
August 27, 2011

many of them from Lucknow University and
visited the programme and also attended the

" screening of a short film on the role of nuclear
energy in ushering in prosperity. The event was
organised by MCRF as part of a campaign to
clear doubts over nuclear energy and its role in
India’s future energy security. Articles and
reports by various experts highlighting the
peaceful uses of nuclear energy for electricity
generation, as well as for non-electricity uses

were also displayed.
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