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‘Radiation, cancer not linked’

A study by NPCIL over 15 years concludes that their

employees less prone to diseases than general public

AGE CORRESPONDENT
MUMBALI, DEC. 22

A study conducted by the -

National Power
Corporation of India
Limited (NPCIL) over the
last 15 years has concluded
that employees working in
nuclear power plants are
less prone to diseases,
including cancer, than the
general public.

According to the report,
the average national inci-
dence rate of cancer
amongst the general public
is 98.5 per lakh as against
the 54.05 per lakh among
the NPCIL employvees.

Similarly, when it comes
to mortality due to cancer,
the average death rate in
the general public is 68 per
lakh as compared to 29.05
per lakh among the NPCIL
employees.

The report has been pre-
pared after compiling data
from 20 operating unit and
six under-construction

units of NPCIL in India.
Till the year 2010, it had
6,859 employees.

This study was conducted
between 1995 and 2010
amongst the  NPCIL
employees and then com-
pared to the national statis-
tics on occurrence of can-
cer. The comparative
source for general public
was Globocan, an interna-
tional agency into research

There is proof that
while radiation in
excess is harmful,
within one’s
control, it can

1 be a good thing
to have.

« Dr Rajendra Badwe,
director, Tata Memorial Centre

on incidence, prevalence
and mortality due to cancer
,in 184 countries.. .. iy
’ u})r Rajendra 'a)d{;wn,
director of Tata Memorial
Centre said, “There is proof
that radiation beyond a cer-
tain limit is harmful.
However, radiation in mod-
eration or within one’s con-
trol is a good thing to
have.”
Another piece of analysis

in the last 15 years also
showed that among the
existing staff strength,
there were 80 cancer
patients in NPCIL, but only
41 of them work in close
quarters of radiation sites.

H.R. Bhat, chief enginecr,
NPCIL said, “The radiation
dose to the public from
nuclear power projects is
insignificant.”

The study is aimed to
shoot down the apprehen-
sions among the general
public that living in the
vicinity of a nuclear power
plant brings along a host of
ill effects.

“Our study shows that

+1:8VEM the employees; work-

ng i close quarters to
nuclear plants and exposed
to higher radiation because
of the nature of their jobs,
when compared to the gen-
eral public have a much
lower rate of incidence of
cancer,” said G. Nageshway
Rao, director, operations,
NPCIL.
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Cancer risk in N-plants not so high: Study

HT Correspondent

% himetro@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAL: A recent study by the
Nuelear Power Corporation of
India Limited (NPCIL) says that
that the incidence of cancer
among nuclear power plant work-
ers s considerably less than that
among the general public.

In the past 16 years, 80 work-
ersat the 20 nuclear power plants
across India were diagnosed with
caneer, according to a recent
study by the Nuclear Power
Corporation of India Limited
(NPCIL).

The incidence of cancer among
nuclear power, plant workers is
nearly half of the nalional preva-
lence rate of the disease, said Dr
R Deolalikar, certifying surgeon,
NPCIL who conducted the
research. “With the recent
apprehensions among the pub-
lic about nuclear power plants,
we have taken initiative to share
information about radiation. Our
study shows that the workmen
working closest Lo the nuclear
plants, who are subject to high-
er radiation in the course of their
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duty, have a lower incidence of
cancer compared to general pub-
lic,” said GG Nageshwar Rao, direc-
tor (operations), NPCIL.

In 2010, NPCIL had a total of
6,859 employees. According to
the study, which extrapolated the
data, the average incidence rate
of cancer among NPCIL employ-
ees is 54.05 per lakh of popula-
tion while the national cancer
incidence rate is 98.5 per per lakh
of population. The average death

rate due to cancer among NPCIL
employees is 29.05 per lakh of
population while that of the gen-
eral public is 68 per lakk of pop-
ulation.

Of the 80 eancer patients, 43
did not survive. “In some cancer
cases that resulled in death of
NPCIL workers, cancer was not
ever Lhe immediale cause of
death,” said Dr Deolalikar at a
press conference on Thursday,

The study found that theve was

no significant difference in the
number of cases of cancer among
NPCIL workers who work close
to the radioactive sites and oth-
ers who work out of the realm
of radioactive sites such as can-
teen boys. In the past 16 years,
of the 80 cancer patients among
NPCIL employees, 41 employees
worked close to radiation sites.

The study was conducted
between 1995 and 2010 among
. NPCIL employees and com-
pared national rate of incidence
of cancer sourced from
Globocan, an international
agency for research on can-
cer that estimates inci-

dence, mortality and
prevalence of cancer for 184 coun-
{ries.

Dr Rajendra Badwe, medical
director; Tata Memorial Hospital,
said there is evidence showing
that radiation beyond limits is
detrimental. But radiation in
moderation isn't harmful, he
added. The NPCIL study also
found the rate of olher diseases
such as diabetes, hypertension,
among NPCIL employees was |
lower than the national rate.






