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Operators of the world's commercial nuclear plants unanimously approve wideranging new commitments to nuclear safety
At the eleventh WANO Biennial General Meeting (BGM), the world's nuclear
operators approved a series of wide-ranging new commitments to nuclear safety, as
WANO's General Assembly unanimously approved a series of recommendations put
forward by its Governing Board. The meeting, held this year in Shenzhen, China,
follows the most significant seven months in the nuclear industry's recent history,
after the Japanese earthquake and tsunami and the disasters that followed at
Fukushima Daiichi.
Reflecting the renewed commitment the industry has shown to nuclear safety in the
aftermath of Fukushima, about 600 registered participants attended this year's
meeting and pledged their support for the recommendations developed by the
WANO Post-Fukushima Commission. The Commission, which was established in the
immediate aftermath of the accidents at Fukushima Daiichi, put forward five
recommendations for discussion by the WANO Governing Board in advance of the
BGM. The recommendations were approved by the Board in a meeting on Sunday 23
October and cover actions in the following areas:
l.
2.

Expanding the scope of WANO's activities
Developing a world-wide integrated event response strategy
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3.
4.
5.

Improving WANO's credibility, including important changes to WANO's peer
review process
Improving visibility
Improving the quality of all WANO products and services

Laurent Stricker, Chairman of WANO, commented:
"It is clear that our industry has recognised and risen to the challenges ahead by
pledging its commitment to a new, stronger WANO. The events of this year have led
many organisations to fundamentally reassess their roles, responsibilities and
effectiveness, and WANO is no exception. The changes to WANO that have been
approved today underscore our shift as an organisation from simply accident
prevention, to prevention and mitigation."
Conference delegates also heard presentations from pre-eminent keynote speakers
at the BGM, including Mr Yukiya Amano, Director General of the IAEA, who discussed
the agency's important perspective and details of its planned changes as a result of
Fukushima and Mr Christophe de Margerie, CEO of Total, whose speech examined
the parallels between low probability, high impact events in different industries.
An Extraordinary General Meeting (EGM) was held during the BGM in order for
members to'vote to approve the election of a new WANO President - a position with
a nominal two-year term - and the appointment of a new Governing Board member.
As a result of the EGM, Prof. Vladimir Asmolov was voted to succeed Mr HE Yu as
President of WANO. Mr Yevgeny Romanov was appointed to the Governing Board.
Closing the event, Stricker commented:
"The members of WANO have cast their vote and pledged to increase their
commitment to nuclear safety in the face of the biggest challenges the nuclear
industry has confronted in 25 years. It is now up to WANO and its members
collectively to deliver on the commitments that have been made here in Shenzhen.
The hard work lies before us, but I am confident that our united will shall mean that
our industry emerges from these challenges with a renewed focus and dedication to
safety and to the mission of WANO."
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For more information please contact George Felgate, WANO Managing Director on:
mobile: +44 7796 144 311; email: felgate@wanocc.org
-EndsNotes to Editors
WANO Biennial General Meeting
The WANO Biennial General Meeting (BGM) is attended by senior nuclear executives
and decision-makers from across the world. The meeting adopts a different theme
each time. The theme of the 2011 BGM is 'WANO after Fukushima - strengthening
Global Nuclear safety'. This is the eleventh WANO BGM. The first one was held in
Atlanta.
About WANO









WANO is a non-profit member association established in 1989 by the
world's nuclear power operators to exchange safety knowledge and
operating experience amongst organisations operating commercial
nuclear power reactors.
WANO members operate some 440 nuclear units in more than 30
countries around the world.
WANO works with members in pursuit of its mission: to maximise
the safety and reliability of nuclear power plants worldwide by
working together to assess, benchmark and improve performance
through mutual support, exchange of information and emulation of
best practices.
WANO was modelled on the American organisation, INPO, which
was formed after the Three Mile Island accident. INPO is a member
of WANO and beyond that, the organisations work together to share
programme resources and learnings.
For more information on WANO, visit www.wano.info
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About the WANO Post-Fukushima commission
The WANO Post-Fukushima Commission, established in April 2011 in response to the
Fukushima event, was charged with determining what changes WANO should
implement based on the lessons learned from the event to help prevent or mitigate a
similar occurrence in the future, and to close the gaps in WANO performance. The
Commission met four times and a delegation met with TEPCO management in Japan.
Accompanying documents
- Q&A http://www.wano.info/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/Q-A-Document-for-PressPack.pdf
- Press conference panel biographies http://www.wano.info/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/Press-Conference-PanelBiographies.pdf
- WANO Governing Board Members http://www.wano.info/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/WANO-Governing-BoardMembers.pdf
- WANO Mission - http://www.wano.info/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/WANOMission.pdf
Claire Newell
Communications Manager
WANO
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