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 Birds of  
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Some



LITTLE GREBE or DABCHICK
(Tachybaptus ruficollis) 

Size:  23 cm; Resident; Waterbird 

LARGE CORMORANT
(Phalacrocorax carbo)

Size: 80 cm; Resident and Local Migrant; Waterbird



LITTLE CORMORANT
(Phalacrocorax niger) 

Size: 51 cm; Resident; Waterbird

DARTER or SNAKEBIRD
(Anhinga rufa melanogaster)

Size: 90 cm; Resident; Waterbird
IUCN Red List Category: Near Threatened



SPOT-BILLED PELICAN
(Pelecanus Philippensis) 

Size: 152 cm; Resident; Waterbird
IUCN Red List Category: Near Threatened

PURPLE HERON
(Andrea purpurea)

Size: 97 cm; Resident; Waterbird

Photo: A.I. Siddiqui



GREY HERON
(Ardea cinerea)

Size: 75 cm; Resident; Waterbird

LARGE EGRET
(Egretta alba)

Size: 91 cm; Resident; Waterbird

Photo: A.I. Siddiqui



CATTLE EGRET
(Bubulcus ibis)

Size: 51 cm; Resident; Waterbird

LITTLE EGRET
(Egretta garzetta)

Size: 60 cm; Resident; Waterbird



INDIAN POND HERON
(Ardeola grayii)

Size: 46 cm; Resident; Waterbird

BLACK-CROWNED NIGHT HERON
(Nycticorax nycticorax)

Size: 60 cm; Resident; Waterbird



BLACK BITTERN
(Dupetor flavicollis)

Size: 58 cm; Resident; Waterbird

PAINTED STORK
(Mycteria leucocephala)

Size: 99 cm; Resident; Waterbird
IUCN Red-List Category: Near Threatened



ASIAN OPENBILL 
(Anastomus oscitans)

Size: 76 cm; Resident; Waterbird

EURASIAN SPOONBILL 
(Platalea leucorodia)

Size: 60 cm; Resident and Local Migrant; Waterbird



ORIENTAL WHITE IBIS
 (Threskiornis melanocephalus)

Size: 75 cm; Resident and Local Migrant; Waterbird
IUCN Red-List Category: Near Threatened

BLACK IBIS
(Pseudibis papillosa)

Size: 68 cm; Resident and Local Migrant; Waterbird



LESSER WHISTLING-DUCK
(Dendrocygna javanica)

Size: 42 cm; Resident; Waterbird

NORTHERN PINTAIL
(Anas acuta)

Size: 60 cm; Winter Migrant from Central Siberia and Central Asia; 
Waterbird



SPOT-BILLED DUCK
(Anas poecilorhyncha)

Size: 61 cm; Resident; Waterbird

GARGANEY
(Anas querquedula)

Size: 41 cm; Winter Migrant from West and Central Siberia; 
Waterbird



EURASIAN WIGEON
(Anas penelope)

Size: 49 cm; Winter Migrant from West and Central Siberia; 
Waterbird

NORTHERN SHOVELLER
(Anas clypeata)

Size: 51 cm; Winter Migrant from Central Asia and Central Siberia; 
Waterbird



BLACK-SHOULDERED KITE
(Elanus caeruleus)

Size: 33 cm; Resident; Landbird

BRAHMINY KITE
(Haliastur indus)

Size: 48 cm; Resident; Landbird

Photo: Raja Mandal

Photo: A.I. Siddiqui



WHITE-BELLIED SEA-EAGLE
(Haliaeetus leucogaster)

Size: 70 cm; Resident; Landbird; Rare

SHIKRA
(Accipiter badius)

Size: 34 cm; Resident; Landbird



OSPREY
(Pandion haliaetus)

Size: 56 cm; Resident and Migrant; Landbird; Rare

GREY FRANCOLIN
(Francolinus pondicerianus)

Size: 60 cm; Resident; Landbird

Photo: A.I. Siddiqui



INDIAN PEAFOWL
(Pavo cristatus)

Size: 122 cm; Resident; Landbird

WHITE-BREASTED WATERHEN
(Amaurornis phoenicurus)

Size: 32 cm; Resident; Waterbird



COMMON MOORHEN
 (Gallinula chloropus)

Size: 32 cm; Resident; Waterbird

PURPLE MOORHEN
 (Porphyrio porphyrio)

Size: 43 cm; Resident; Waterbird



COMMONT COOT
(Fulica atra)

Size: 41 cm; Resident; Waterbird

BRONZE-WINGED JAÇANA
(Metopidius indicus)

Size: 28 cm; Resident; Waterbird

Photo: A.I. Siddiqui



PHEASANT-TAILED JAÇANA
(Hydrophasianus chirurgus)

Size: 31 cm; Resident; Waterbird

BLACK-WINGED STILT
(Himantopus himantopus)

Size: 25 cm; Resident; Waterbird

Photo: A.I. Siddiqui



RED-WATTLED LAPWING
(Vanellus indicus)

Size: 33 cm; Resident

YELLOW-WATTLED LAPWING
(Vanellus malabaricus)
Size: 27 cm; Resident

Photo: Devkinandan



GRAY-HEADED LAPWING
 (Vanellus cinereus)

Size: 37 cm; Winter Migrant from Russia

Eurasian Curlew
(Numenius arquata) 

Size: 58 cm; Winter Migrant; Waterbird



BLACK-TAILED GODWIT
(Limosa limosa)

COMMON REDSHANK
(Tringa totanus)

Size: 28 cm; Winter Migrant from Russia and Mongolia; 
Waterbird

Size: 41 cm; Winter Migrant from Central Asia and Siberia; Waterbird
IUCN Red-List Cat: Near Threatened



WOOD SANDPIPER
(Tringa glareola)

Size: 21cm; Winter Migrant from Central Siberia; Waterbird

COMMON SANDPIPER
(Actitis hypoleucos)

Size: 21 cm; Resident and Migrant; Waterbird



LITTLE RINGED PLOVER
(Charadrius dubius)

Size: 17 cm; Winter Migrant from Siberia; Waterbird

LITTLE STINT
(Calidris minuta)

Size: 15 cm; Winter Migrant from Siberia; Waterbird



RUFF
(Philomachus pugnax)

Size: 31 cm; Winter Migrant from Siberia; Waterbird

BROWN-HEADED GULL
(Larus brunnicephalus)

Size: 46 cm; Winter Migrant from Central Asia, Pakistan and Ladakh; 
Waterbird



CASPIAN TERN
(Sterna caspia)

Size: 51 cm; Winter Migrant from Central Asia and Sri Lanka; 
Waterbird

GULL-BILLED TERN
(Gelochelidon nilotica)

Size: 38 cm; Resident and Migrant; Waterbird



BLUE ROCK PIGEON
(Columba livia)

Size: 33 cm; Resident; Landbird

SPOTTED DOVE
 (Streptopelia chinensis)

Size: 30 cm; Resident; Landbird

Photo: A.I. Siddiqui



ROSE-RINGED PARAKEET
(Psittacula krameri)

Size: 42 cm; Resident; Landbird

BRAIN FEVER BIRD
 (Hierococcyx varius)

Size: 34 cm; Resident; Landbird



PIED CRESTED CUCKOO
 (Clamator jacobinus)

Size: 33 cm; Resident and Local Migrant; Landbird

GREATER COUCAL
 (Centropus sinensis)

Size: 48 cm; Resident; Landbird



SPOTTED OWLET
(Athene brama)

Size: 21 cm; Resident; Landbird

LESSER PIED KINGFISHER
(Ceryle rudis)

Size: 31 cm; Resident; Waterbird

Photo: A.I. Siddiqui



SMALL BLUE KINGFISHER
 (Alcedo atthis)

Size: 18 cm; Resident; Waterbird

WHITE-BREASTED KINGFISHER
 (Halcyon smyrnensis)

Size: 28 cm; Resident; Waterbird



LITTLE GREEN BEE-EATER
 (Merops orientalis)

Size: 21 cm; Resident; Landbird

INDIAN ROLLER
 (Coracias benghalensis)

Size: 31 cm; Resident; Landbird



COPPERSMITH BARBET
(Megalaima haemacephala)

Size: 17 cm; Resident; Landbird

LESSER GOLDEN-BACKED WOODPECKER
 (Dinopium benghalense)

Size: 29 cm; Resident; Landbird



RUFOUS-BACKED SHRIKE
 (Lanius schach)

Size: 25 cm; Resident; Landbird

INDIAN GOLDEN ORIOLE
(Oriolus  kundoo)

Size: 25 cm; Resident; Landbird



BLACK DRONGO
 (Dicrurus macrocercus)

Size: 31 cm; Resident; Landbird

COMMON MYNA
 (Acridotheres tristis)

Size: 23 cm; Resident; Landbird



BRAHMINY STARLING
 (Sturnus pagodarum)

Size: 22 cm; Resident; Landbird

INDIAN TREEPIE
 (Dendrocitta vagabunda)

Size: 50 cm; Resident; Landbird



COMMON WOODSHRIKE
 (Tephrodornis pondicerianus)

Size: 16 cm; Resident; Landbird

RED-VENTED BULBUL
 (Pycnonotus cafer)

Size: 20 cm; Resident; Landbird



RED-WHISKERED BULBUL
 (Pycnonotus jocosus)

Size: 20 cm; Resident; Landbird

WHOTE-HEADED BABBLER
 (Turdoides affinis)

Size: 23 cm; Resident; Landbird



ASIAN PARADISE FLYCATCHER
 (Terpsiphone paradisi)

Size: 20 cm; Resident; Landbird

PLAIN PRINIA
 (Prinia inornata)

Size: 13 cm; Resident; Landbird



ASHY PRINIA
 (Prinia socialis)

Size: 13 cm; Resident; Landbird

ORIENTAL MAGPIE ROBIN
 (Copsychus saularis)

Size: 20 cm; Resident; Landbird



GREY WAGTAIL
 (Motacilla cinerea)

Size: 17 cm; Resident; Landbird

LARGE PIED WAGTAIL
 (Motacilla maderaspatensis)

Size: 21 cm; Resident; Landbird



SMALL SUNBIRD
 (Nectarinia minima)

Size: 8 cm; Resident; Landbird

HOUSE SPARROW
 (Passer domesticus)

Size: 15 cm; Resident; Landbird



Photo and Compilation:
J. Devaprakash
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The environs of  Kalpakkam is home to over 120 species of  
birds. It includes migratory birds that visit here mainly during 
winter from several parts of  the world, and resident birds that 
are found all round the year. Several waterbirds like ducks, storks
and waders, and numerous landbirds like starlings, babblers, 
beeeaters and bulbuls constitute the bird diversity of  
Kalpakkam. Most of  the pictures in this booklet have been 
photographed inside the exclusion zone of  Madras Atomic 
Power Station (MAPS).
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